
Agenda Item 6 

The Supervisory Board proposes that the Annual General Meeting adopts the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 

In addition to Sparkassen-Prüfungsverband as statutory auditor and auditor of the consolidated 

sustainability reporting, Ernst & Young Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft m.b.H. shall be appointed as 

additional auditor of the Company's annual financial statements and management report, the 

consolidated financial statements and the group management report as well as the consolidated 

sustainability reporting for the financial year 2027. 

RATIONALE 

PwC Wirtschaftsprüfung GmbH has been appointed as an additional auditor of Erste Group Bank AG 

since the financial year 2017. In accordance with the requirements for auditor rotation, Erste Group 

Bank AG is changing its additional auditor after ten years. 

As part of the scheduled change of auditors, the Audit Committee of the Supervisory Board of Erste 

Group Bank AG conducted a structured selection process in the financial year 2025 pursuant to 

sec 63a (4) (8) of the Austrian Banking Act (BWG) and sec 92 (4a) (4) (h) of the Austrian Stock 

Corporation Act (AktG) in conjunction with Article 16 of Regulation (EU) No. 537/2014. The Audit 

Committee has recommended to the Supervisory Board to propose to the Annual General Meeting 

the appointment of Ernst & Young Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft m.b.H. as the new additional 

auditor and as an additional auditor for the consolidated sustainability reporting for the financial year 

2027. The Audit Committee reviewed the independence of Ernst & Young 

Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft m.b.H. pursuant to sec 63a (4) (4) BWG and the requirements of 

Regulation (EU) No. 537/2014, concluding that no circumstances exist that could impair its 

independence. Ernst & Young Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft m.b.H. has furthermore provided a 

declaration of independence in accordance with sec 270 of the Austrian Commercial Code (UGB). 

With the entry into force of the Sustainability Reporting Act (NaBeG) on 19 February 2026, Erste 

Group Bank AG will, as of the financial year 2026, be legally required to prepare and audit 

consolidated sustainability reporting. Sparkassen-Prüfungsverband, which already acts as the 



 
  

 
  

  

 

 

 

 
statutory auditor, is now also designated by the NaBeG as the mandatory auditor for sustainability 

reporting, while it remains possible to appoint additional auditors for sustainability reporting. 

 

The Supervisory Board follows the recommendation of the Audit Committee and proposes to the 

Annual General Meeting that Ernst & Young Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft m.b.H. be appointed as 

additional auditor for the Company's annual financial statements and management report, the 

consolidated financial statements and group management report, as well as additional auditor for the  

consolidated sustainability reporting for the financial year 2027. This ensures integrated and 

consistent auditing of financial and sustainability reporting by the same auditors, enabling synergies 

in the audit process and a holistic assessment of Erste Group Bank AG's reporting. 

 

  


