
 
 

 
Erste Group is the leading financial services provider in the eastern part of the EU. Its ca. 47,000 employees service 16.2 million customers in around 2,500 branches in 7 countries (Austria, 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia). As per Q1 2019, Erste Group had EUR 243.7 billion in total assets, posted a net profit of EUR 377 million and had a common 
equity tier 1 ratio (CET-1, final) of 13.2%. 
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Erste Group: Annual General Meeting approves financial year 
2018 
 
The main items on the agenda at this year’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Erste Group Bank 
AG: the approval of the reports and activities of the Management Board and the Supervisory 
Board, amendments to the Articles of Association, the amount of the dividend, as well as 
elections to the Supervisory Board. 
 
In the financial year 2018, Erste Group posted a net profit of EUR 1.8 billion, which corresponds to a 
return on tangible equity (ROTE) of 15.2%. The positive macroeconomic climate in Central and Eastern 
Europe (CEE), where economic growth in 2018 remained well above the average of the euro area, 
contributed to this good result. The robust overall economic conditions in the CEE region highlight the 
strength of Erste Group’s strategic positioning in the corporates and retail banking segments. 
 
In the year in which Erste celebrates the 200th anniversary of its founding and in light of the 
exceptionally successful business year 2018, the Management Board proposed to the AGM to 
distribute a dividend of EUR 1.40 per share, which corresponds to a payout ratio of 33.6%.This dividend 
proposal was approved at the AGM with over 99% of the votes cast. 
 
The AGM approved the reports and activities of the Management Board Members and those of the 
Supervisory Board with votes of over 99%. 
 
Shareholders approved the election of Matthias Bulach, Michèle Sutter-Rüdisser and Henrietta Egerth-
Stadlhuber as new members of the Supervisory Board. The Supervisory Board mandates of the 
existing members Elisabeth Krainer Senger-Weiss, Marion Khüny and Gunter Griss were extended. In 
addition to the previously named individuals, the Supervisory Board now also consists of Friedrich 
Rödler, Jan Homan, Maximilian Hardegg, Jordi Gual, Brian D. O’Neill, Wilhelm Rasinger and John 
James Stack, as well as six employees’ council delegates. 
 
The newly constituted Supervisory Board (capital representatives only) is composed of 4 women and 9 
men, thus complying with the minimum share requirement established by the Austrian Stock 
Corporation Act. 
 
All of the other AGM resolutions that had been put forward (such as amendments to the Articles of 
Association or the acquisition of own shares) were similarly approved. 
 
Full details for the AGM, including the results of the votes and a videostream of the meeting, will be 
available at our website (videostream available until 20 May 2019): 
https://www.erstegroup.com/de/investoren/events/hauptversammlungen/hv2019 
 
 
 
 
Erste Group media contacts: 
Michael Mauritz Tel: +43 50100 - 19603 E-Mail: michael.mauritz@erstegroup.com  
Carmen Staicu Tel: +43 50100 - 11681 E-Mail: carmen.staicu@erstegroup.com  
Peter Klopf Tel. +43 50100 – 11676 E-Mail: peter.klopf@erstegroup.com  
 
This press release is also available at: www.erstegroup.com/pressrelease 
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