ERSTES

ERSTE GROUP

Announcement Vienna, 25 November 2008

Trading in the new shares will start on 25 November 2008

A total of 900 shares were issued under the bank’s Management Stock Option Programme (MSOP) on
29 August 2008. As a result, the total number of Erste Bank shares rose from 317,011,863 to
317,012,763. Trading in the new shares will start on 25 November 2008 in Vienna, Prague and

Bucharest. Shares purchased under the programme must be held for a minimum of one year.

For more information, please contact:
Erste Group, Investor Relations, Graben 21, 1010 Vienna, Austria, Fax: +43 (0) 5 0100 9 13112

Gabriele Werzer, Tel. +43 (0) 5 0100 Ext. 11286, E-mail: gabriele.werzer@erstegroup.com
Thomas Sommerauer, Tel. +43 (0) 5 0100 Ext. 17326, E-mail: thomas.sommerauer@erstegroup.com
Peter Makray, Tel. +43 (0) 5 0100 Ext. 16878, E-mail:_peter.makray@erstegroup.com

This release is also available on our website at http://www.erstegroup.com/investorrelations in the news section.
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