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Vienna, 27 October 2005

Erste Bank short-listed for second stage of negotiations in
Banca Commerciala Romana (BCR) bid

In connection with the privatisation of the 61.8825% stake in the Romanian bank Banca
Commerciala Romana (BCR), the Romanian Government’s privatisation agency AVAS has
published late yesterday a short-list of two final bidders. Erste Bank der oesterreichischen
Sparkassen AG announces it is one of those two companies selected to take part in further
negotiations.

Over the next few weeks the Romanian Government will negotiate with the two banks
selected regarding the detailed terms of sale of the stake in BCR. Following this process, the
two banks will each be invited to submit their final bid; this will form the basis of the
Romanian Government’s sale decision.

Please direct any enquiries to:
Erste Bank, Investor Relations Department
Graben 21, 1010 Vienna, Austria; Telefax: 0043 (0)5 0100 - 13112
Gabriele Werzer, Phone: 0043 (0)5 0100 - 11286, e-mail: gabriele.werzer@erstebank.at
Thomas Sommerauer, Phone: 0043 (0)5 0100 - 17326, e-mail: thomas.sommerauer@erstebank.at
Josef Kerekes, Phone: 0043 (0)5 0100 — 16878, e-mail: josef.kerekes@erstebank.at

You can also find this text on our homepage at:
http://www.erstebank.com (— investor relations — download centre — investor relations news)




