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Erste wins six Euromoney awards for its 
private banking offerings 
 
• Best Private Bank in Austria and Romania 
• Best for High-Net-Worth clients in Austria 
• Best for Discretionary Portfolio Management in Austria and Croatia 
• Best Chief Investment Office in CEE region 
 
Erste Private Banking has been awarded six best-in-class distinctions in the newest 
private banking awards from the industry publication Euromoney. In Austria, Erste 
was recognized as the “Best Private Bank” and “Best for High-Net-Worth” 
customers, while it also won the “Best Private Bank” category in Romania. In both 
Austria and Croatia, Erste was honored as “Best for Discretionary Portfolio 
Management”, an activity for which Erste Asset Management is responsible within 
Erste Group. Euromoney also selected Erste Group as “CEE’s Best Chief Investment 
Office”. 
 
 
Austria: “Best Private Bank”, “Best for HNW“, “Best for Discretionary 
Portfolio Management” 

Erste Group’s private banking offering in Austria stands out on the basis of its advice and 
services for high-net-worth (HNW) individuals. In addition, Erste Private Banking is also the 
market leader in the country with regard to its investment fund business. In Austria, Erste 
Private Banking services over 6,700 customers and manages around 51 billion euros in total 
assets. Euromoney’s newest awards recognize Erste Private Banking in Austria as “Best Private 
Bank”, “Best for HNW“ and “Best for Discretionary Portfolio Management”.  
 
Roland Jacubetz, Head of Private Banking & Wealth Management at Erste Bank Oesterreich: 
"We are deeply honored to once again be recognized as Austria’s Best Private Bank, along 
with receiving prestigious awards for Best Discretionary Portfolio Management and Best High-
Net-Worth Services. These accolades are a testament to the unwavering trust our clients place 
in us and the robust performance of our highly customizable DPM solutions, which have driven 
significant asset and client growth. As we look to the future, we remain focused on delivering 
excellence, fostering innovation, and creating long-term value." 
 
Heinz Bednar, CEO of Erste Asset Management, which is responsible for all asset management 
activities including the management of investment funds and discretionary portfolio solutions 
within Erste Group: "The Euromoney Awards provide independent confirmation of the quality of 
our investment decisions and the broad expertise of our asset managers. Our clients benefit 
first and foremost from this concentrated expertise." 
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Romania: “Best Private Bank” 

Erste Private Banking has been offered by Banca Comercială Română (BCR), Erste Group’s local 
subsidiary, since 2010. Erste Private Banking covers all regions across Romania, with a strong 
presence in Bucharest and also in five other leading cities: Cluj, Timisoara, Brasov, Iasi and 
Constanta. Erste Private Banking Romania provides its services and products to around 3,500 
UHNW and HNW clients, with total assets under management of around 2.7 billion euros. 
 
Ana Maria Beznoska, Head of Private Banking at BCR: “We are truly honored to receive the 
prestigious Euromoney award for Best Private Bank in Romania. The clients of Erste Private 
Banking Romania, delivered through Banca Comercială Română, consistently value our team's 
unwavering commitment to exceeding their expectations—whether through a diverse range of 
investment solutions, personalized client-focused events, or our continuous dedication to 
innovation. Ongoing investment in technology and digital innovation has contributed to a 23% 
year-on-year increase in assets under management, underlining our commitment to growth 
and excellence. At the core of everything we do is a relentless focus on excellence in customer 
relationships, ensuring that every interaction reflects the highest standards of service.“ 
 
Croatia: “Best for Discretionary Portfolio Management” 

Erste Private Banking has been operating in Croatia since 2007 and has offices in Zagreb, 
Rijeka, and Split. In total, Erste Private Banking in Croatia serves over 1,000 wealthy clients 
with nearly 900 million euros in Asset under Management. 
 
Kristina Buconjic, head of Erste Bank Croatia’s private banking division: “We are honored to 
receive this award, which acknowledges Erste Bank Croatia's long-standing commitment to 
excellence in Private Banking service. This achievement reflects the expertise and dedication 
of our team, the invaluable support of Erste Group, and the strong collaboration with our 
colleagues at Erste Asset Management. This recognition also presents us with a powerful 
challenge to further enhance our services, ensuring we consistently deliver exceptional value to 
our clients in the years to come.” 
 

CEE: Best Chief Investment Office 

Euromoney’s award for CEE’s Best Chief Investment Office recognizes Erste Group for being 
the firm active in the CEE that has a CIO that has most successfully impacted its business, its 
clients or the private banking and wealth management industry through its strategy, offering 
and advice. 
 
Rainer Hauser, Head of Group Investment Management, Private Banking & Wealth Management 
at Erste Group: “Receiving these prestigious awards across Austria, Romania, and Croatia, as 
well as for the CEE CIO office, is a tremendous honor. It highlights the strength of our regional 
expertise, the dedication of our teams, and, most importantly, the trust our clients place in us. 
Our mission is to protect and grow our client´s wealth by delivering tailored, forward-thinking 
solutions that stand test of time. This recognition motivates us to keep evolving, innovating, 
and ensuring that we remain a trusted partner for our clients, no matter how complex their 
needs or how fast the world changes.” 


